
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD  
BOARD MEETING SESSION – DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY  

JUNE 2, 2020 
 

ITEM 6 

SUBJECT 

UPDATES ON RECYCLED WATER POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 

DISCUSSION 

On December 11, 2018, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
adopted an amendment to the Water Quality Control Policy for Recycled Water 
(Recycled Water Policy) which took effect April 8, 2019 upon approval from the Office of 
Administrative Law.  The purpose of this informational item is for staff to update the 
Board on implementation of the Recycled Water Policy. 

To ensure timely implementation of the Recycled Water Policy, staff identified lead 
organizations and deadlines for each of the requirements in the Policy to streamline 
recycled water permitting through the establishment of treated wastewater and recycled 
water volume reporting requirements; clarify the process for recycled water project 
proponents to comply with Water Code Section 1211 for wastewater change petitions; 
and refine requirements for consistency in permitting of non-potable and potable 
recycled water projects.  The Recycled Water Policy amendment also updated 
monitoring requirements for constituents of emerging concern (CECs) in recycled water 
used for groundwater recharge and reservoir water augmentation, as well as 
requirements for salt and nutrient management plans. 

Effective implementation of the Recycled Water Policy will assist in fulfilling goals in the 
Draft Water Resilience Portfolio developed in response to Executive Order N-10-19, 
such as the goal to support local and regional agencies to recycle or reuse at least  
2.5 million acre-feet per year in the next decade.  Implementation of volumetric annual 
wastewater and recycled water reporting addresses direction from Resolution No. 2017-
0012, Comprehensive Response to Climate Change, to require annual reporting of 
recycled water and to develop an online data entry system to track recycled water use. 

POLICY ISSUE 

None. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/rs2017_0012.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/rs2017_0012.pdf
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REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 

None. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

No action needed- informational item. 
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